The AFCON Sentinel

Newsletter of the Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska
Volume 29, Number 6
December 2025

hddbdbdbbdrdbdbhbdbdbdbbdrdbdbdbdbdbdrodbdbdds

A Note from the Editor

It’s been an extra-challenging year across the country for educational institutions and those who
work in them. Questions around governance, curriculum, speech and job security are present at
all levels of education. Tenure no longer shelters faculty from elimination in budget battles, or
from job loss related to social media comments or student complaints about curriculum. At our
very own University of Nebraska-Lincoln, four academic programs are slated for elimination,

with buyouts, mergers and cuts in administration making up the rest of the cuts.

Early in the year, the Trump administration announced their intention to dismantle the
Department of Education. Last month, the administration proposed moving six departments to
four separate agencies, transferring the responsibility for programs such as the office of
elementary, secondary and post-secondary education to the Labor Department. Elimination of the
department will require a formal act of Congress but 1300 employees have already been

terminated. It’s hard to see these actions as anything but an assault on public education.

Libraries have seen continued attacks about book selection, displays, and funding. In March of
this year, the Trump administration tried to eliminate the Institute for Museum and Library
Services (IMLS), a federal funding source that supports libraries through grants for lifelong
learning, community engagement, professional development, and cultural preservation. Many of
their grants support youth and underserved communities. The elimination of the IMLS has been

put on pause by a preliminary injunction in May 2025 but the future of the agency is uncertain.



If you care about these attacks on education and related assaults on academic and intellectual
freedom, please know you are not powerless. Here are a few ideas for being proactive in your

community:

Join AFCON https://www.academicfreedomnebraska.org/, attend one of our monthly board
meetings, or contact us if you need information or assistance about an issue related to academic

or intellectual freedom.

Follow PEN America https://pen.org/, a non-profit group that “stands at the intersection of
literature and human rights to protect free expression in the United States and worldwide.” They
have updated information about challenges, champions, and causes, with graphics and ideas for

taking action.
Contact your local, state, and federal representatives.
Send me an article for The Sentinel.

Support your academic peers by showing up to meetings where budget and governance issues are

being discussed.

Follow bills in the Nebraska Legislature https://nebraskalegislature.gov/. The next session begins

on January 7, 2026.

AFCON Members Show Up

Our board members share their expertise about academic and intellectual freedom through publications,
testimony, and public events. Here’s a sampling of what we did in 2025:

David Moshman

Wrote a book manuscript entitled, “Gaza, Genocide, and Academic Freedom” (to be published by
Routledge in 2026)

Presented a talk on that topic at the AAUP/AFCON annual meeting in November

Set up the Academic Freedom Gaza Case Repository, which can be found at
https://metacatfoundation.org

Published two posts on the AAUP Academe Blog:

Academic Neutrality and Scholasticide in Gaza (January 2025)
https://academeblog.org/2025/01/30/academic-neutrality-and-scholasticide-in-gaza/
Intellectual Freedom Case Repositories (June 2025)
https://academeblog.org/2025/06/11/intellectual-freedom-case-repositories/
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John Bender

Wrote several articles about the UNL budget cuts for The Bugeater, a publication of the UNL chapter of
the AAUP

Peggy Adair
Presented a talk on book challenges and bans to the Omaha Golden K Kiwanis
Wyatt Packard

Served on a panel discussion at Sower Books sponsored by the ACLU on book challenges and bans
during Banned Books Week

Vicki Wood

Served on a panel discussion about book challenges and bans following a showing of the film The
Librarians sponsored by the Omaha Public Library and The Write Stuff

AFCON

www.academicfreedomnebraska.org

The Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska was founded in 1988 to promote intellectual
freedom in Nebraska education and research, including freedoms of belief and expression and
access to information and ideas.
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From the AFCON Constitution, Article I:

The purpose of AFCON shall be to promote academic freedom in Nebraska, defined as
intellectual freedom in educational and research contexts. This includes freedoms of belief and
expression and access to information and ideas. In pursuit of this general goal, AFCON shall:

1. Support application of the First Amendment in academic contexts, including schools,
colleges, universities, and libraries.

2. Educate Nebraskans in and out of Academic settings, citizens and professionals, parents
and students about the meaning and value of intellectual freedom, intellectual diversity,
mutual respect, open communication, and uninhibited pursuit of knowledge, including the
role of these ideals in academic contexts and in democratic self government.

3. Assist students, teachers, librarians, researchers, and others confronted with censorship,
indoctrination, or suppression of information or ideas in academic settings.

4. Act as liaison among groups in the State of Nebraska that support academic freedom.

JOIN OR RENEW
Rod Wagner, Treasurer

If you are interested in defending and expanding academic freedom in Nebraska, we welcome
you or your organization as a member of AFCON. Annual dues are $120 for institutions, $15
for individuals, and $5 for students. Individual life memberships are available for $150. You
can pay by visiting our website at https://www.academicfreedomnebraska.org/

Memberships and donations can also be made by check (payable to AFCON). Send check to
AFCON Treasurer, 3901 S. 27th St.,#47, Lincoln NE 68502.

Organizational members are entitled to a representative on the AFCON board. We also have
at-large board members. You may express your interest to the president to be considered for
appointment to the board.

Local Links:
Nebraska Regents to vote on UNL budget cut, eliminating 4 programs

https://www.dailynebraskan.com/news/nebraska-regents-to-vote-on-unl-budget-cut-elimin

ting-4-programs/article_8b2e97al-6ed1-4c2d-b141-168c40f5d95¢c.h



https://www.dailynebraskan.com/news/nebraska-regents-to-vote-on-unl-budget-cut-elimin
https://www.dailynebraskan.com/news/nebraska-regents-to-vote-on-unl-budget-cut-elimin

Nebraska Library Commission NCompass blog for Banned Books Week

https://nlcblogs.nebraska.gov/nlcblog/tag/banned-books-week/

National Links:
How University Governing Boards Can Protect the Independence of Colleges and

Universities

pendence-of-colleges-and-universities/

UI's Center for Intellectual Freedom winter summit will focus on 'reforming universities'

https://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/education/2025/11/19/with-spring-courses-approachin
g-uis-advisory-council-debated-political-balance-and-academic-goals/87348280007/

Associate Provost on the Right’s Coordinated Attack on Academic Freedom

https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/academic-freedom/2025/12/01/associate-pr
ovost-coordinated-attack-academic

In culture war backlash, Democrats sweep school boards

https://www.politico.com/news/2025/11/21/culture-war-democrats-school-boards-00663699
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https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-university-governing-boards-can-protect-the-independence-of-colleges-and-universities/
https://www.americanprogress.org/article/how-university-governing-boards-can-protect-the-independence-of-colleges-and-universities/
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https://www.press-citizen.com/story/news/education/2025/11/19/with-spring-courses-approaching-uis-advisory-council-debated-political-balance-and-academic-goals/87348280007/
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/academic-freedom/2025/12/01/associate-provost-coordinated-attack-academic
https://www.insidehighered.com/news/faculty-issues/academic-freedom/2025/12/01/associate-provost-coordinated-attack-academic

Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska
Board of Directors Meeting
Via Videoconference
September 27, 2025

Present:

Peggy Adair, secretary, legislative liaison

John Bender, president-elect, representing UNL Faculty Senate

Bob Haller, chief baker, director at large

Laurie Thomas Lee, representing American Civil Liberties Union, Nebraska
Dave Moshman, policy coordinator

Wyatt Packard, president, representing Nebraska Library Association

Rod Wagner, treasurer, representing Nebraska Center for the Book

Vicki Wood, immediate past president, director at large

MINUTES

President Wyatt Packard called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

MINUTES: A motion was made by Moshman, second by Wood, to approve minutes of the AFCON board meeting
held on July 12, 2025. Motion carried by a voice vote and show of hands.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Wagner presented the treasurer’s report. Balance on hand as of September 26, 2025,is
$3,758.56

POLICY COORDINATOR: Moshman reported UNL administration is contemplating the elimination of Geology
and Education Administration programs due to budget cuts. The elimination of the programs means dozens of
tenured faculty will likely be fired.Moshman also reported a school board member in Kimball was forced to resign
over political speech he engaged in on his personal social media account.

ANNUAL MEETING: The AFCON and AAUP combined annual meeting will be held on November 8, 2025, from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the UNL Student Union. The meeting will also be presented via Zoom.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE: Vicki Wood provided a preliminary report. The slate of officers for 2026 will be
presented at the annual meeting in November.

REPORTS FROM MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS:

Wood reported the NLA advocacy group has been discussing ideas for the annual meeting. They also set up a
meeting with State Senator Danielle Conrad to talk about strategy to protect libraries and librarians against
censorship and harassment.

NEXT MEETING: The next AFCON board meeting will be October 11, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. via Zoom.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 11:03 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Peggy Adair



Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska
Board of Directors Meeting
Via Videoconference

October 11, 2025

Present:

Peggy Adair, secretary, legislative liaison

Nancy Comer, representing Nebraska State Literacy Association
Dave Moshman, policy coordinator

Wyatt Packard, president, representing Nebraska Library Association
Rod Wagner, treasurer, representing Nebraska Center for the Book
Vicki Wood, immediate past president, director at large

MINUTES
President Wyatt Packard called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.

MINUTES: A motion was made by Moshman, second by Wood, to approve corrected minutes of the
AFCON board meeting held on September 27, 2025. Motion carried by a voice vote and show of hands.

TREASURER’S REPORT: Wagner presented the updated treasurer’s report via email. Balance on hand as
of October 10, 2025, is $3,772.77.

POLICY COORDINATOR: Moshman reported the current federal executive administration is offering
preferential financial treatment to universities in exchange for the universities’ adherence to certain
policies of the administration.

UNL administration remains in the process of eliminating entire programs and their faculty in the face of
budget cuts. Moshman noted UNO and UNK faculty are unionized so they have stronger contractual
protections than the faculty of UNL. The board agreed by consensus to monitor the issue.

SENTINEL: Wood reported the deadline for articles for the December issue of the Sentinel is November
24,2025.

ANNUAL MEETING: The AFCON and AAUP combined annual meeting will be held on November 8§,
2025, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the UNL Student Union. The meeting will also be presented via
Zoom.

REPORTS FROM MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS:
Wood reported the leader of Nebraska Library Association advocacy committee is retiring.

NEXT MEETING: The next AFCON board meeting will be Saturday, December 13, 2025, at 10:00 a.m.
via Zoom. No AFCON board meeting is planned for January,

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 10:31 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Peggy Adair



Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska
Annual Membership Business Meeting

UNL Student Union, Lincoln, Nebraska and Via Videoconference

November &, 2025

Present:

John Bender, representing UNL Faculty Senate

Nancy Comer, representing Nebraska State Literacy Association

Tim Gebhart

Laurie Thomas Lee, representing ACLU Nebraska

Dave Moshman, policy coordinator

Wyatt Packard, president, representing Nebraska Library Association

Todd Schlechte, webmaster, director at large

Regina Werum, representing American Association of University Professors, UNL

Vicki Wood, immediate past president, director at large, newsletter editor

MINUTES

President Packard convened the meeting at 1:40 p.m.

MINUTES: A motion was made by Werum, seconded by Lee, to approve minutes of the annual
membership meeting held on November 9, 2024. Moshman introduced a correction to cut “by the board”
from the Nominating Committee Report section. Minutes approved unanimously with that correction.
ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT: Packard reported a balance of $3,772.77 from the Annual
Treasurer’s Report submitted by Rod Wagner.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Packard discussed recent court cases and decisions about library collections,
noting that some courts have ruled that public and school library collections are government speech and
therefore not protected by the First Amendment. Discussion regarding underreporting of censorship
attempts. Packard introduced Tim Gebhart, a retired attorney and former library board member from

South Dakota.



NOMINATING COMMITTEE REPORT: On behalf of the nominating committee, Wood presented the
following slate of officers for 2026: President-elect, Laurie Thomas Lee; Treasurer, Rod Wagner; and
Secretary, Peggy Adair. A motion was made by Moshman, second by Schlechte, to close nominations
from the floor. Vote to close nominations passed unanimously. Packard will get a current membership list
from Wagner and send digital ballots to members.

THE SENTINEL: Wood shared that contributions for the next edition of The Sentinel are due November

26 th , 2025. Wood will be including a new section about AFCON members in the community to
highlight speaking engagements and other work.

MEETING SCHEDULE: There was discussion about when to have the next meeting. Packard said the
next meeting will take place at 10 a.m. on Saturday, January 10th , 2026.

There being no further business, Comer made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Bender. The
meeting adjourned at 1:58 p.m. on a unanimous vote.

Respectfully submitted,
Wyatt Packard, President

The AFCON Sentinel is the newsletter of the Academic Freedom Coalition of Nebraska, published
bimonthly in February, April, June, August, October, and December. Unless otherwise indicated,
articles represent the views of the authors. All issues of the AFCON Sentinel are available here:
https://www.academicfreedomnebraska.org/the sentinel.html




